Abstract: The aim of this article is to illustrate the political dimensions of modern waste disposal practices by comparing the representation of garbage, filth, hygiene, health and efficiency during the emergence of the modern kitchen at the beginning of the twentieth century with today's discourse of ecology, recycling and global responsibility. At issue will be mechanisms of identifying, collecting and handling trash in modern homes that are set in very specific contexts of normalization and deviance. With regard to the notion of an
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distinctions that are at heart political-distinctions between good and bad, worthy and unworthy, able and limited, clean and messy, protectable and dispensable. Trash is "matter out of place," writes anthropologist Mary Douglas in her classic study Purity and Danger from 1966 (40) . Trash may surround us only as long as it is not seen, hidden in garbage-bins that are themselves placed out of sight. As soon as garbage becomes visible, it is at the wrong place, disturbing a sense of order and regularity and therefore, it has to disappear. To that effect everyday practices of garbage-disposal in modern societies are guided by the fundamental invisibility of trash. Urban life depends on a fluent, always intact public waste management system that gives the impression that garbage is effortlessly disappearing. "Just as a cessation of breath kills the being that breathes, or the stilling of tides would wreck life on earth, stopping the rhythms of Sanitation would be deadly to New York," writes Robin Nagle in her book Picking Up (Nagle 4). Nagle shadowed the workers of the New York City Sanitation Department over several months, observing and joining in their arduous daily work of picking up tons of bags filled with household garbage, loading the heavy garbage bags into the truck, and driving the trucks to collection sites at the margins of the city. In describing the challenges of the everyday job of sanitation workers in the city, Nagle employs metaphors of military service in order to emphasize the cultural battle against waste, as well as the physical force that picking up large, heavy trash bins and placing them into the garbage trucks entails: "This army makes up New York's Department of Sanitation, the largely unknown, often unloved, and absolutely F r o m t h e E t h o s o f H o u s e k e e p i n g … Pivot 4.1 100 essential organization charged with creating and maintaining a system of flows so fundamental to the city's well-being that its work is a form of breathing, albeit with an exchange of objects instead of air molecules" (Nagle 4). At the same time, there are forms of trash that we cannot see, because they are invisible to us; forms of microscopic, toxic waste that we do not perceive, because we lack ways of depicting them (Schoonover 485). There is a "potentially violent vitality intrinsic to matter," as Jane Bennett writes-a dark side and piercing force of decaying substances that question our understanding of materiality as such (61).
Though invisible or overseen, unwanted and expelled, trash is increasingly becoming a central theme for new ideas on how to live together on a global scale in the future. The ethos of recycling today addresses not only questions about garbage per se, but implies a broader universe of meaning: ecology, sustainability, political engagement. The present article wants to explore, in a preliminary manner, the impact of trash on ideas of private responsibilities, social belonging and dissent by comparing the discourse on filth, hygiene and health during the beginning of the 20 th century in the US and in Germany with today's discourse of ecology, recycling and global responsibility. At issue will be the mechanisms of identifying, collecting and handling trash in modern homes that are set in very specific contexts of normalization and deviance. The main goal is to outline the political dimensions of garbage beyond the paradigm of F r o m t h e E t h o s o f H o u s e k e e p i n g … Pivot 4.1 101 ecology, and rather with regard to the framing of "others" and "otherness" that is effected in discourses and semantics of trash.
The point this paper wants to make with reference to garbagedisposal is that politics occurs not only in public spheres of "official" Drawing on Jacques Rancière's understanding of politics, the article will address modes of legitimizing social exclusion of individuals on the borders of society through the sensual qualities and ambivalent semantics of trash. Rancière presents an account in which political situations are inseparably connected to the sphere of aesthetics and questions of perception. On this view, the fact that some individuals are considered political beings, while others are not, is not a result of deliberate argumentation, but of a preceding sensual dividing of the world into beings that can speak and others can merely utter sounds.
It is about a distribution of the way we see things and hear voices, which is perceived as "factual" and based on reasonable assessments rather than arbitrary cultural norms-an unequal distribution in the F r o m t h e E t h o s o f H o u s e k e e p i n g … Given that bacteria could be neither smelled nor seen, housekeepers developed new understandings of when something is clean and when it is dirty (Cox 43). While in the past cleaning was done "in response to set routines, with tasks undertaken regularly on a daily, weekly or annual basis," in the homes that developed since the twentieth century, cleaning was performed according to perceptible cues of dirt Like most housekeeping guidebooks at that time, Frederick's manuals were specifically written for the "American housewife," implying an idealization of middle-class, white womanhood. Making housekeeping attractive to middle-class women meant re-conceptualizing housework in opposition to "drudgery," physical effort, and "labor,"
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which was associated with work performed by poorer economic classes (The New Housekeeping 100). Instead, housework that would be practiced with the right products and standardized technique was portrayed as work that would be done effortlessly (100). Designers as well as home economists of that time provided narratives of the "selfcontained" and autonomous kitchen, suggesting that rationalized kitchens will liberate women from physical labor. On this view, the "opening" installed in the kitchen surface for food debris and garbage "so that the refuse falls at once into the pail without any handling whatever" (56). Frederick greatly emphasizes the benefits of such a disappearing element of waste in terms of "sanitation" and health,
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claiming that even though handling garbage is an "unpleasant" task, it might be seamlessly incorporated in the housekeeper's daily 
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Frankfurt Kitchen typically has an opening for the waste produced during the cooking processes-an invisible hole, in which the domestic waste can instantly disappear. As a resulting effect that the architect Margarete Lihotzky did not intend, the prototype Frankfurt Kitchen-a kitchen that was intended to increase the quality of life for womentended to make women feel like they were "servants" (Heindl 69).
Women were supposed to buy consumption goods, then disappear into this tiny work-kitchen, cook meals for the family and then bring them out to the living room. After the meal she would retreat back to the kitchen, where there is room for only one person anyway, clean the table and put the dishes away (69).
The modern kitchen that evolves under imperatives of hygiene and efficiency designates a fixed place for the disposal of garbage: the dark space underneath the kitchen sink. On the one hand, garbage undergoes an ambivalent "domestication" as it acquires a permanent place in the realms of modern homes, placed inside a hidden corner of the build-in structures of the kitchen. But at the same time, the standardization of housework contributed to an incorporation of practices of expelling. The standardization of housekeeping tasks turned motions of disposing-throwing dirt, garbage, rotten food, packaging materials out of the home-into anticipated movements, included in the time-space-calculations of rationalized housework.
Meanwhile, the specific motions of disposing, the time-interval and location of the bin were meant to fit the female body, which served as the standard template for putting the work-kitchen into practice. The 
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and depreciating for women, other feminists have argued that it is not the housework per se that is devaluating, but the fact that it is a kind of work that is not financially rewarded (Cox 57).
While women still perform the majority housework today, fewer people would assert that this is "women's 'natural' role" (57). Yet until this day, tens of thousands of women from poorer economic countries leave their homes every year to clean houses and take care of families in richer parts of the world. "The stigma of working with domestic dirt means that domestic workers find themselves trapped in a vicious cycle, which defines domestic cleaning as low status because it is done by women, and women as low status because they deal with dirt" (64). Domestic cleaning amounts to a large global economy today, in which economically disadvantaged groups are still thought to be more suited for working with dirt, and the proximity to this dirt still degrades the people who clear it away (65). As the "work" status of housework itself was something that feminist thinkers were engaging critically with, this article claims that the routines in dealing with garbage are an exemplification of the status of housework as "invisible, marginalized, devalued" (Choi and Patton xiv).
Overall, the modernized kitchen generated today's condition of garbage as proximate and close on the one hand, and invisible as well as separated from meaningful practices that make up a "home" on the other hand. As a result and "by-product" of the rationalization of housework, garbage was given its own, very specific place among other household devices and materials, a fixed presence in human Third, middle-class women were addressed by marketing campaigns and advertisements as powerful and privileged, in so far as they had access to technological devices for housework tasks, which was again narratively framed as having someone or something else-in this Categorizing and separating trash according to plastics, paper, bottles and cans is the dominant mode through which we encounter trash today. Recycling-separating materials so that they can be later collected and recovered for future uses-seems to be charged with a pedagogical impulse and it is often used as a way of teaching children "responsibility." Taking care of one's garbage properly amounts to an expression of social engagement and environmental awareness. At heart of the ethos of recycling and the paradigm of ecology lies an approach to garbage in terms of idealized concepts of "nature" and circular flows. Already at the onset of modern garbage-disposal we 
Trash and the Logic of Dissensus
This account of the politics of household garbage adds to the idea that the "enactment of the political principle rarely-if ever-appears in its purity, but there is politics in a lot of 'confused' matters and conflicts"
(Rancière, The Politics of Aesthetics 5). In this regard, the structural developments in the modern homes of the twentieth century have brought about a specific distribution of the ways we see, touch, oversee, separate, and recycle waste, and thus how the daily routines of disposing and recycling garbage amount to a specific aesthetic F r o m t h e E t h o s o f H o u s e k e e p i n g … Pivot 4.1 121 regime. Notably, this is a regime that defines the spaces that some individuals are meant to occupy-thereby shifting the boundaries between the public sphere and the private, the political, and the personal. Most importantly, this regime determines, and often delegitimizes, the equality of those at the margins of society.
In the introduction to his translation of Rancière's Dissensus, Steven
Corcoran remarks that consensus "is defined by the idea of the proper and the distribution of places of the proper and improper it implies"
(2). In contrast to that, the logic of dissensus refers to a certain "impropriety," which blurs the boundaries between a fact and its interpretation, revealing the chance-like character of drawing the boundaries between those who belong to political life and those who don't in the first place. While each hierarchical order relies on a logic of the "proper" that distinguishes between different domains and capacities "based on the supposed propriety of their place and function of their activity," dissensus exerts a logic of equality that "reveals the arbitrariness of that distribution for political participation"
.
It has not been until recently that garbage as an issue arose, that it became "the buzzword of this decade" and the "correct concern"
(Schneider and Strauven 411). At the moment that garbage itself becomes a distinct political issue and the sorting of leftovers becomes a practice that can be either right or wrong, littered objects take on ambivalent roles, from obnoxious refuse to art pieces with a voice and something to "say." In recent artistic installations that explore Trash as a kind of thing is only beginning to reveal that it is "able and ready to concern itself with the community," performing a core principle of Rancièrien politics (Rancière, Dissensus 93). Trash today opens up a new field of politics that is concerned with the ways we live together on a global scale. Trash turns into a political subject at the moment that it challenges and transforms the terms of political action, the visual field of decay and loss, once it moves beyond the already known and the already legitimized ways of political life. In this regard, the political understanding of garbage as a cosmos of conflicts, after having been around but gone mostly unnoticed in
